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2010 Care Leavers’ National Gathering.

London, Saturday, 13th November, 2010

* book your place now.

* vote on the workshops to be held at the conference.
* meet the new CLA staff team 
* get involved in the CLA

Dear CLA member,
I am writing to invite you to come to a meeting of care leavers from across the country.  On Saturday 13th November, 2010 the CLA will be holding a national gathering of care-leavers in central London and I want to encourage you to book that date in your diary now. Can you also visit our web-site and vote in the poll on the front page to tell us what are the most important issues that you think we should focus on during that day?     Workshop Poll    
In the last few years we have been working hard to make sure that the CLA represents as wide a range of care leavers as possible. We know that care leavers have had a whole range of different life experiences and for the CLA to work it has to reflect all of them and not exclude any. 

The national survey we held last year, in which hundreds of you took part, gave us lots of information about what you, as members, were interested in and the issues and campaigns that you think the CLA should be involved in.

We now want to take this a step further and bring care leavers together nationally to discuss what the CLA should be doing in the years ahead. By November 2010 we will have four staff members in post and a team of office-based volunteers (a big step forward from the part-time post we had in summer 2006 when we were close to closure) and the London event would be a great opportunity for them to hear from our members about the issues that most concern them.

We have been able to add two new staff members because our fundraising team has been working hard behind the scenes and we are now in a position to advertise for two new posts and also to find a replacement for Victoria Hull who stepped down as our National Director in June 2010 to take up another post. Victoria did an excellent job for us and we wish her well in her new job at the Who Cares? Trust. The adverts for the posts can be found on the front page of our web-site. If you think you are suited to any of the jobs then I would encourage you to apply.

What should you do next?

I want to encourage you to take part in our poll which can be found at the following link:  

Workshop Poll  Please click on the buttons to let us know which issues you think we should be focusing on in November. (Alternatively you can tick one box in the list below).  
By all means use the comment box to let us know if you think we have missed out an issue or to let us have your views about the CLA and the work it is doing. We are on this journey together and we know that you will have advice and ideas that we have not yet thought about. You can return this letter to: info@careleavers.com or by post to the address below.
There is a lot to discuss and a lot to do – so get involved if you can. 

Yours with best wishes - we are looking forward to seeing you in November.

Yours faithfully
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Will McMahon

Chair 

Care Leavers’ Association

Will McMahon (Chair)
Unit 27, Express Networks, 1, George Leigh Street, Manchester.  M4 5DL
Telephone: 0161 236 1980    0845-308 2755    Email: info@careleavers.com
Websites: www.careleavers.com   www.careleaversreunited.com
Care Leavers Association is a not-for-profit company, registered in England and Wales and limited by guarantee: company number 5204243

Care Leavers Association is a Registered Charity in England and Wales: charity number 1111988
Return form for Care Leavers’ National Gathering

I will be coming to the National Gathering on Saturday, 13th  November, 2010.
Name:
Address:
Tel:
Email:
I think the most important issues for adult care leavers are:

I think the most important issues for adult care leavers are:-
         Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic care leavers.............
         Mental Health
.........................................................





         LGBT
....................................................................





         Auto biographical writing............................................




         Missing from care   .....................................................





         Education
....................................................................





         Siblings in care
........................................................





         Care leavers in the criminal justice system.................


         Young care leavers    ...................................................



         Parenting
....................................................................





         Intergenerational issues
............................................




         Drugs in care
........................................................




         Care Leavers Reunited.................................................





         Speaking out project   .................................................
         Social workers as care leavers  ...................................
COMMENT

I would like to offer the following view about the event and/or about the CLA in general (you might like something we have done or disagree with something we have done or have a suggestion about something we should do – just let us know, both constructive criticism and praise help!)

	


If you have access to a computer you can download this letter and send it back to us by e-mail if you would prefer. Please send it to info@careleavers.com
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