< Name and address of election candidate here>

Dear <Name of election candidate>

I am writing to you to ask you to support the Care Leavers’ Association’s call for a government apology to all those who have experienced abuse within the care system as children. The Care Leavers’ Association CLA) is a national charity run by and for adults who spent time in care as children. 

An apology by the UK government would follow the precedent set by countries such as Ireland, Scotland and Australia. In November 2009, Australian Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, apologised to the hundreds of thousands of people, some British migrants, who were abused or neglected in state care as children. In March 2010, Gordon Brown apologised for the UK's role in sending over 130,000 children overseas to Britain's former colonies, where many suffered abuse.

I believe and the CLA believes that this apology should be extended to all those who grew up in care in the UK and who also suffered abuse, whether emotional, sexual or physical. The call for such an apology was supported by 90% of those who voted on a poll on this issue of the CLA’s website, www.careleavers.org.

As a candidate for the constituency of <enter name of constituency> I ask you to support this call for an apology by return e-mail by returning the form below with an electronic signature to info@careleavers.org
Yours sincerely

<Your name>

<Your address>

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NAME 

I SUPPORT THE CALL FOR AN APOLOGY FROM THE UK GOVERNMENT TO ALL THOSE WHO EXPERIENCED ABUSE WITHIN THE CHILDREN IN CARE SYSTEM AS CHILDREN 

