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A conference for Black and Minority Ethnic Young People In and Leaving Care
How does the care system need to change so that young people get the childhood and chances they deserve? 
The Care Leavers’ Association (CLA) is a voluntary organisation, run by and for care leavers of all ages. We are a national charity and have a network of care leavers that reaches around the world.

Part of our work is to try to make sure that young people in care and care leavers have a better experience when in care and get more support to help them prepare to move on to independence when they are older.

The CLA has been given funding to run a project with young people who are either in or leaving care from black and minority ethnic backgrounds. ‘Black and Minority Ethnic (BME)’ for the purpose of this project refers to people from communities in the UK who may be disadvantaged because of skin colour, ethnicity, race, language, culture or religion.
This project will include a one-day event on 17th February 2010 in central Manchester. The event will bring together young people in care and care leavers (aged between 15 and 25) from black and minority ethnic backgrounds. It will be a chance for you to speak out about the issues that matter to you. After the event, we hope that some young people will want to join in a group that we will support. The group will take up the issues that have been raised on the day and find propose ways that we can begin to address them together.

The event will be run using Open Space. This is a technique which allows everyone present to shape the agenda based on what is important to them. Open Space is a way of organising a meeting or conference so that everybody can get involved. There will be no speeches or presentations. Young people will be able to choose what is spoken about on the day and discussion groups will form around the agenda items chosen. Everyone is free to move between the different groups, depending on what they are interested in.
We want to make sure that the young people that this project is aimed at are right at the heart of what happens. You are the people who know best what could be done better to improve your experience in care. We want to help you to get those views across to social workers and to people in government who make decisions about the care system.

It is also important to make sure we run the event in the best way. By this, we mean a way that allows each young person to get involved and be heard. That is why we would like your views on our plans for running the event. By filling in this questionnaire, you’ll be helping us to get things right. If you have things to say that are not covered by this questionnaire, we would love you to tell us what they are. You can speak to us via telephone or over email and tell us what you think.

Contact Victoria Hull on 0161 236 1980 or email Victoria@careleavers.com
If you would like us to keep you updated about the event, then please fill in your contact details below. However, you do not have to fill this section in if you do not want to. You can return the form anonymously (without your name and address, age or gender).

Name:

Age:

Gender:

Address:

Email:

Telephone:
1. Is the question we are asking as the name of the event the right one? Please circle your answer
(The question is: ‘How does the care system need to change so that young people get the childhood and chances they deserve?’)

Yes


No


Not Sure

Do you have a suggestion for a better title? Let us know here:
2. How do you think social workers, carers and other professionals should be involved on the day? Please tick one of the options below
Not at all

They should attend, but just listen

They should be able to take part in the discussions but only young people should be able to choose the agenda and vote for the most important issues

They should be allowed to join in with everything

Not sure

Other comments:

3. We are hoping that some organisations will come along on the day to run information stands. What kinds of information would be useful to you? Tick as many as you want and suggest any we have missed
Education

Employment

Sports

Housing

Health

Mental Health

Other:

4. Do you think we have targeted the right age group for the event? (15-25 years old) Please circle your answer
Yes


No 


Not sure

5. What do you think about the idea of using the Open Space meeting technique? Please circle your answer 
Like very much

Like

Neither Like nor Dislike




Dislike


Dislike very much

Comments:
6. We are thinking of involving some young people on the day in filming the event, taking photographs and making video diaries. What do you think of this idea?
7. We would like to recruit a group of young people to follow up the most important issues that are raised on the day. Would you like to be involved in that? Please circle your answer
Yes


No


Not Sure

8. If you have any further thoughts, comments or ideas, please let us know what they are:

Thank you very much for helping us by filling in this questionnaire!
We hope you will come along and join us on the day.
Please return this to the address below or email to Victoria@careleavers.com

Will McMahon (Chair)

Unit 11, Phase 1, Express Networks, 1 George Leigh Street,

 Manchester, M4 5DL
Telephone: 0161 236 1980  Email: info@careleavers.com
Websites: www.careleavers.com   www.careleaversreunited.com
Care Leavers Association is a not-for-profit company, registered in England and Wales and limited by guarantee: company number 5204243
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